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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.
Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

Please leave ---------- directions for the housekeeper, so she knows what needs to be done.
1) authentic 2) restless 3) cursory 4) explicit

The islands ---------- their name from the sacred images found on them by the early
European navigators.

1) derive 2) tlustrate 3) infer 4) grasp

People love the Presidio because it is in close ---------- to many area attractions, including

the famous aquarium, the SFB Morse Botanical Reserve and the Spanish Bay Resort
Golf Course.

1) relevance 2) proximity 3) accord 4) observation

This system, which for many years subsequently was regarded as authoritative, has been
subjected to ---------- criticism by later economists, and it is perhaps not too much to say
that it now possesses mainly a historical interest.

1) transient 2) feeble 3) vigorous 4) shaky

Although Norman could ---------- his sister’s story about her innocence to absolve her, he
refused to do so because he was angry at her.

1) corroborate 2) testify 3) fulfill 4) retain

When he came in to tea, silent, --==-uz--- , and with tear-stained face, everybody pretended
not to notice anything.

1) facetious 2) showy 3) mercurial 4) morose

Since color is absorbed as it travels through water, the deeper you are, the more likely
yvou will notice a ---------- in the clarity of reds, oranges and yellows.

1) intensification 2) deception 3) reduction 4) competition

As the students argued, the teacher tried to ---------- them into silence with the threat of a
detention.

1) impose 2) condemn 3) condense 4) coerce

Teachers who consider cartoons and comic books ---------- to students’ literacy skills

often use class time to deride these media.
1) pertinent 2) harmful 3) conducive 4) indispensable
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10- Salt is valued not only because of its ---------- as a condiment and preservative, but also
because they are essential to the health of humans and animals.
1) variances 2) properties 3) predictors 4) temptations

PART B: Cloze Test
Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits

each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Being funny has no place in the workplace and can easily wreak havoc (11) ----------
an otherwise blossoming career. Of course, laughter is necessary in life. But if you
crack jokes (12) ---------- snide remarks at work, you will eventually not be taken
(13) ~=-mmmmm- . You will be seen as someone who wastes time (14) ---------- could better
be spent discussing a project or an issue. Additionally, many corporate-minded
individuals do not have the time to analyze comments with hidden meanings-they will
take what you say (15) ---—--—-- and as an accurate representation of your
professionalism in the workplace.

11- 1)on 2)n 3) at 4) for
12- 1) which they make 2) to be made 3) and make 4) then make
13- 1) by some others serious 2) serious by others
3) being seriously by others 4) seriously by others
14- 1) and 2) when 3) that 4) that it
15- 1) is absolute 2) as absolute 3) be absolute 4) that is absolute

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best

choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE I:

Noh theatre, Noh also spelled No, is a traditional Japanese theatrical form and one of
the oldest extant theatrical forms in the world. Noh—its name derived from né,
meaning “‘talent” or “skill’—is unlike Western narrative drama. Rather than being
actors or “representers” in the Western sense, Noh performers are simply storytellers
who use their visual appearances and their movements to suggest the essence of their
tale rather than to enact it. A typical Noh play is relatively short and its dialogue is
sparse, serving as a mere frame for the movement and music. Little “happens” in a
Noh drama, and the total effect is less that of a present action than of a simile or
metaphor made visual. The educated spectators know the story’s plot very well, so that
what they appreciate are the symbols and subtle allusions to Japanese cultural history
contained in the words and movements.

Noh developed from ancient forms of festival drama at shrines and temples that had
emerged by the 12th or 13th century. Noh became a distinctive form in the 14th
century and was continually refined up to the years of the Tokugawa period (1603—
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19-

20-

1867). It became a ceremonial drama performed on auspicious occasions by
professional actors for the warrior class—as, in a sense, a prayer for peace, longevity,
and the prosperity of the social elite. Outside the noble houses, however, there were
performances that popular audiences could attend. The collapse of the feudal order
with the Meiji Restoration (1868) threatened the existence of Noh, though a few
notable actors maintained its traditions. After World War 1l the interest of a larger
audience led to a revival of the form.

Which of the following statements is true?

1) Noh performers are actors in the Western sense.

2) Noh is an old theatrical form that no longer exists.

3) Noh theatre is very similar to Western narrative drama.

4) The word “Noh” is derived from no, which means “talent.”

The word “‘their”” in paragraph 1 refers to ---------- g

1) representers 2) movements

3) Noh performers 4) visual appearances

All of the following statements are true about a typical Noh play EXCEPT that ---------- ’

1) it is relatively short

2) it is action-packed

3) its dialogue is sparse

4) the educated audience know the story’s plot very well

During the Tokugawa period, Noh was performed for all of the following occasions
EXCEPT ---------- .

1) longevity 2) victory in war

3) prayer for peace 4) the prosperity of the social elite
The underlined ““its” in paragraph 2 refers to ---------- ;

1) Noh 2) the collapse

3) the feudal order 4) the Meiji Restoration
PASSAGE 2:

In theater the word “absurdism™ is often used more specifically, to refer to primarily
European drama written in the 1950s and 1960s by writers including Samuel Beckett,
Eugene lonesco, and Jean Genet, often grouped together as the theater of the absurd, a
phrase coined by the critic Martin Esslin. Characterized by a fascination with absurdity
in all its forms—philosophical, dramaturgical, existential-this i1s a drama form that
pushes theater to extremes, and which asks probing questions about what reality (and
unreality) really looks like. Often interpreted as a response to the challenges of living
in a 20th-century world that seems devoid of meaning, it is frequently far more
nightmarish than funny.

Though the concept of something being absurd goes back centuries, most critics
date the literary concept to the French writer Albert Camus, most famous for his 1942
novel L'Etranger (The Stranger). That same year, Camus composed an essay, “The
Myth of Sisyphus”, which draws on the Greek fable of a man condemned to roll a rock
up a mountain only to have it roll back down under its own weight, a quandary that
lasts for eternity. Camus argues that this image symbolizes the human condition in a
world where we can no longer make sense of events; but instead of committing suicide
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(the only really serious philosophical problem), we should reconcile ourselves to this
elusive feeling of absurdity and bear it as best we can. In this sense, Sisyphus is the
ideal hero, Camus continues, citing with admiration the novels of Franz Kafka, which
dramatize the struggle to exist in conditions that seem painfully futile.

Which of the following statements is true?

1) Martin Esslin pushed theater to extremes and asked probing questions about what
reality is.

2) The European drama written in the 1950s and 1960s was dominated by Martin
Esslin.

3) The phrase “the theater of the absurd” was coined by Martin Esslin.

4) The phrase “the theater of the absurd” was suggested by Albert Camus.

The passage refers to all of the following dramatists EXCEPT ---------- ;

1) Jean Genet 2) Samuel Beckett

3) Eugene Ionesco 4) Harold Pinter

The passage refers to all of the following forms of absurdity EXCEPT ---------- ”

1) emotional 2) existential 3) dramaturgical 4) philosophical
The underlined “it” in paragraph 2 refers to ---------- :

1) the Greek fable 2) a mountain

3)arock 4) aman

Which of the following statements is true?

1) The literary concept of “absurdism” was introduced by Franz Kafka.

2) The idea for writing “The Myth of Sisyphus™ was inspired by Franz Kafka.

3) Instead of committing suicide, Camus advised people to put themselves in Sisyphus’
position.

4) Camus believed that we should reconcile ourselves to the elusive feeling of
absurdity.

PASSAGE 3:

Senegalese writer and director Ousmane Sembene is a pioneer of African cinema south
of the Sahara. He has been highly influential in shaping the evolution of African film
practices over forty years, including a style of filmmaking known as African cinematic
realism.

After working as an apprentice mechanic and bricklayer in Dakar and as a
dockworker in Marseille, Sembene published three novels: Le docker noir (translated
as The Black Docker, 1987, 1956), O pays, mon beau people! (O My Country, My
Beautiful People, 1957), and Les bouts de bois de Dieu (translated as God’s Bits of
Wood, 1962, 1960). He realized that because of literacy issues, few Africans south of
the Sahara had access to the literature of their own languages, so he turned to cinema
to reach a larger African audience. Sembene trained in Moscow’s Gorki Studio in the
early 1960s and returned to Senegal in 1962 to work on his first short, Borom Sarret
(1963). This watershed film, for which he founded his own production company, Filmi
Domireew, won first film prize at the 1963 Tours International Film Festival, and set
the stage for many of the themes and political concerns that inform his later work.

In 1966 Sembene’s first feature (also the first feature film in sub-Saharan Africa),
La noire de . . . (Black Girl) explored one of his major themes: the crucial role of
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women in Africa’s development. The film probes the suicidal despair of a young
Senegalese maid who encounters racism in France, thus denouncing the consequences
of embracing neocolonialism. In Xala (Impotence, 1974), multiple female points of
view depict the splintered nature of postcolonial Africa. Faat Kiné (2000) and
Moolaadé (2004) also explore women'’s issues. Sembene also has undertaken the task
of rewriting Senegalese history in Emitai (God of Thunder, 1971), Camp de Thiaroye
(Camp Thiaroye, 1988), and Ceddo (1976).

Which of the following statements is true about QOusmane Sembeéne?

1) He contributed to a style of filmmaking known as African cinematic realism.
2) He spent some time working as a bricklayer in Marseille.

3) He worked as an actor in Moscow for almost a decade.

4) He lived no more than forty years.

The passage mentions all of the following as his novels EXCEPT ---------- A
1) The Black Docker 2) The Last of the Empire
3) God’s Bits of Wood 4) O My Country, My Beautiful People

Why did Sembéne turn to cinema?

1) People did not like his novels.

2) He did not earn much money as a novelist.

3) Many Africans were not able to read.

4) He had a passion for filmmaking since his childhood.

Which of his films investigates the suicidal despair of a young Senegalese maid who
encounters racism in France?

1) Xala 2) Moolaadé 3) Faat Kiné 4) Black Girl
The word ““‘denouncing” in paragraph 3 is similar in meaning to ---------- ;
1) criticizing 2) promoting 3) restricting 4) estimating
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